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RE FLE XIONS 


ON A 
DISCOURSE 


O F 


FREE THINKING. 


HO I cannot but be a hearty Friend 
to fair Examination and careful En- 
quirics ih all Caſes, and eſpecially in 
the moſt important Concern of all 
Mankind, Religion; and cho' I cannot but have 
the higheſt Diſguſt and Diſſatisfaction wich all 
thoſe pious Frauds, ſuperſtitious Impoficions, aud 
groſs Forgeries, which have been frequently put 
opon Mankind; tho' in conſequence of all this, I 
cannot be uneaſy to be eſteemed in ſome ſenſe, a 
te Thinker my ſelf; and tho this Pamphlet be 
commonly fo worded, as to ſeem rather meant 
«x4inft the Heathen Idolatry, Popiſh Superſtiti- 
on, real Prieſtgraft, and Tyranny oyer Conici, 
A2 ence, 


( 4 9 / 

eiice, than agaialt Chriſtianity it ſelf, with it's 
ſacted Books; yet do | perceive there are every 
where ſuch ill Characters given of the Clergy 
or "Chriſtian Prieſthood in general, and ſach 
oblique Reproaches caſt upon reyeal'd Religion; 
ſuch a viſible Slight put upon the whole Jewilt 
Nation, and the Moſaick'Law ; ſuch a plain Dif- 
regard of the great Foundation of Religion, 
the Immortality of che Soul; and ſuch Infinua- 
tions Viſisly tending to render the ſacred Books, 
both Jewiſh and Chriſtian, contemptihle and un 

certain; that *tis very fit and reaſonable to make 
ſome Reply to it. x4 ſince Lam fuily my ſelf per- 
ſuaded of che Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and of the Authority of the Holy Scriptures 
and this upon a through Examination; and equal- 
ly ſatisfied, that what is here ſaid in derogation 
to them, is not only weak and foreign, and il! 


grounded, but commonly the reſult of the very 


not direct prevarication allo, which Is ſo violently 
here complained of in others ; I think it notim- 
proper for me, to make a few Reflexions . 
Pamphlet, and to endeavour to prevent Ione pa 
at leaſt of that Miſchief, which it is ocherwilc 
capable of doing with the unthinking and preju- 
dic'd part of Mankind: I fay wich the anthinbing 
and prejudic'd part of Mankind only : for I am in 
no Concern for che truly Sober, the Learnec, 
and Judicious ; who I am ſure will make deeper 
Enquiries and ſolider Reflexions ere they mak? 
ſuch Concluſions, about matters of ſuch might; 
Conſequence. And then becauſe I am my 1e!! 
ſeveral times mention'd therein; becauſe I ar 
not engag'd in any modern Party, and no ways 
byaſs'd by any modern Authorities; becauſe I . 

: on: 


ame inaccuracy, partiality, and falſe reaſoning. i 


(T*5Þ, 


long made reveal'd Religion the matter of my. 


Studies, and have therein light on ſeveral Obſer- 
vations not commonly known, which will 
be of great Advantage in the preſent Caſe ; be- 
cauſe ] ſhall not, L hope, be ſuſpected of Preva- 


rication and Prieftcraſr, on account ot my pre- 


ſent Conduct and Circumſtances no way ren- 


dring me obnoxious to ſuch a Cenſure, I do the 


more willingly undertake rhis Trouble. 


Now the Reflexions I would make upon his. 


Pamphlet are theſe : ” 

( x1.) That tis all to no valuable purpoſe 
and ſerves to no good End: It neither pro- 
motes Men's Happineſs in this, nor in another 
World: It tends to no real Amendment of what 
is amils in the Church; nor propoſes the leaſt 


means of healing it's Breaches, or recovering it's 


Purity ; nor would introduce any better Religion 
inſtead of the Chriſtian : It {ſeems rather to look on 
the Abuſes, and Vices, and Diſorders of Churchmen, 
as matter for Sport, Cenſure, and Amulement. Ac- 
cordingly the Author freely owns, that he f wrote 
purely to comply with a Friends Requeſt, without the 
leaſt Heper of doing any good. A Declaration 
not very agreeable co the Temper of a good 
Man; who is not generally willing to do 
what he ſhall judge wall turn to no account 
in the World. | 
(2.) That the main part of the Book proves what 


will not be deny d, at leaſt by ſuch as the Author ex- 
peas will chiefly read it; I mean that Men muſt 


one way or other Examin things, and act upon the 
Evidence that ariſes from fuch Examination. 


This che Author may be ſure will be agreed to by 


pag. 4: 
* me, 


33 


—— — . —AK———8ä 


(6) 

me, and by all that have any Degree of Honeſty 
and Impartiality: Nay we ſhall agree that if the 
King, of * Siam ſhould, as he puts the Caſe,ſend his 
Priefts or Talapoint, in order to our Converſion to his 
Religion, they ought to be civilly treated and fairly 
heard : nor would the Chriſtian Religion be in the 
leaſt in danger if all other Pagan orTurkiſh Miſho- 
naries were alike heard, and reaſoned with on that 
Occalion. Nay indeed Examination in a full and 
through manner, iswhat Itałke to be the great Duty 
of this Author in particular, and the ſlightneſs it 


here appears to have been done with, I take to 
be his great Fault, and the grand Occaſion 


of my preſent Reflexions. It being impoſſible 
that 2 Perſon who had made a fair and full Exa- 
mination into the moſt important Concerns of 


Religion, could ever perſuade himſelf to write 


about it, in ſuch a vain, looſe, trifling,and ludicrous 
manner as is here done; and as indeed js com- 
monly done, by the preſent Enemies of Chriftia- 
nity. All Men have a right to be heard, when they 


talk ferioully, ſoberly, gravely, and with an honeſt 


Mind: but no Man has a right to triflle, or be know- 
ingly impertinent; and leaſt of all in Buſineſs of 
Religion. I with therefore that all the Unbelievers 
were openly al'ow'd and invited, to produce theic 
real Arguments, ſubſtantial Objections, and con- 
ſiderable Doubts, without Moleſtation ; as being 
perſuaded they are capable of ſatisſactory Anſwers 
and Solutions: but I cannot think they or any 
body are to jeſt, to banter, or to be ridiculous 
about it: which method yet is the main Strength 
of their Cauſe; whereby they make the deepeſt 
Imp ion un the unthinking and unſerious, that 
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is on the greateſt pare of Mankind. However, all 
this general arguing lor free thinking or fair exami- 
nation, Which takes up above half the Pamphlet, 
ſignifies not much here, becauſe the proper Rules 
and Meaſures of ſuch Thinking or Examination, 
and the Nature and Character of compleat Evi- 
dence, where alone the Difficulty of the Caſe 
lies, is left wholly untouch d and undetermin'd 
by this Author, This makes the whole look ve- 
ry awkward and unprofitable. Suppoſe a Mer- 
chant ſhould diſcourſe at large to his Friend, how 
much it behoves him to be a Gainer by Trading 
and not a Loſer; wichout the leaſt Direction how 
he may deal-to Advantage: ſuch an Harangue 
would I doubt, be of little vie to him, Nor is 
the Method here taken, of much greater Advan- 
tage to the Inſtrud ion of Mankind. 

{3.) We find here a great number of Paſſages, 
that are of lictle real Conſequence at all in the n- 
ſelves, but ſeem rather put in for ſnew, and out 
of Humour, and Merriment, and Reproach 
than for any more uſeſul Purpoſes. Such is that 
Reflexion on my Lord of * Worcefter's Expoſition 
of Daniels Week having been in the Prefs above 
Ten Years : Which Expoſmion however | own [ 
have formerly read, as far as it was then printed, 
and this with ſo great Pleaſure and Satisfaction, 
that I am exceeding ſorty any ſtoppage ſhould 
have been made to its entire Publication: the 
ſhort Reſult of which yet J have long ſince given 
the World upon ꝗ another O-:caſion. And I ven- 
ture to ſay, the Evidence ariling thence to the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, does much more 
encreaſe,chan all the Exceptions inade againſt it by 


* pag. ti, tHirmony ef the Gifſp:l, p. 98.199. 
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this and like Pamphlets, can weaken its Authority, 


with the impartial and judicious part of Mankind. 


* Such are the impoling or wicked Tricks of the 
Pawawers in America; f the idle Story of the 


Flames deſcending into the Holy Sepulchre on 


Eaſter Eve, with the fly ing of the Holy Ghoſt in 


the Shape of a Dove over the Cupola of its 
Church: Such is the Tale of the three Pictures 
of St. George, and the Bleſſed Virgin, and another 


Saint's belaboring the Backs of thoſe that carry 
them: 4 Such is that of the Liquefaction of 
St. Fanuariuss Blood at Nap/es, and that of the 
Candle at Arras, brought from Heaven by the 
Virgin Mary; a hundred more of which this 
Author might have added out of the Legends, 
but which have no Relation to Chriitianity ; any 
farther, than they are the Shame and Dilſgrace of 
thoſe ſeveral Churches, which ſupport or tolerare 
the ſame Deluſions, contrary to the whole Tenor 
and Nature of the pure and original Goſpel of 
Chriſt, Such is that vehement Wiſh, for ſending 
ſeveral of our * Divines as Miſſionaries beyond 
Sea, whoſe Names are wricten with Daſhes alſo , 


after the ſcandalous way of the News Papers of 


this Age: Such is the Introduction of Mr. Carrol 
and Mr. Turner and others, with the ſolemn Title 
of Reverend, ſo often repeated as if it were done 
by way of Banter: Such are ſeveral weak and un- 
guarded Paſſages,pick'd out of many otherwiſe va- 


Jjuable Authors: as if this Writer had read them, on- 
ly to weed the moſt injudicious things he could 


nd in them: particularly about the Myſteri- 
ouſneſs of the Scripture, the Trinity, Lay-baprifm, 
Uſucy, Contradictions in Religion,Concealingthe 


i 


* pag. 20, f pag. 21. || pag-22, + pag. 23, pag. 47. 
Truth, 


(9) 


Truth, Names of Reproach, and Priend(hip ; 
concerning which laſt, 'tis amazing how Biſho 
Taylor ſhould talk fo weakly, as if the New Teſta- 
ment had no mention of it: when that Lowe of the 
Brethren, of which the Goſpel is fo full, was an 
higher Affection than any other Friendihip hat- 
ſoe ver. * Such is the Anſwer of the New Ferſey 
Proprietor, of that Illand's having neither Laws 
yers, Phyſatians, nor Prieſts ; and the Gentleman's 
Admiration of it's Happineſs thereupon. + Such 
is Fulian's Satyrical Sarcaſm on Conftantine. 
Ihe pretented Dream about Orign's Damnati- 
on, and the 4 idle Tale about Syne/ius's Note. 
for Money in another World, and the like. 
if this Writer expects any particular Reply 
to ſuch humourſom and ridiculous things, 
»ick'd out rather for Shew and Merriment, than 
{or Argument, he will certainly be diſappointed, 
{(4.) There is here ſuch an affected Ule and Re- 
vetition of the word Prieſt upon all Occations, and 
chat, under all the odious Imputations poſſibie, that 
no good. Chriſtian,efpecially no Biſhop or Presby- 
cer of rhe Chriſtian Church, who are every one 
Chriftian Prieſts, but mult be concern'd at it; as if 
che very Name or Office were criminal; and ac- 
cording to their famous Motto, Prieſts of all Reli- 
tions were the ſame. Whereas Prieſis among 
Chriſtians are properly no other than thoſe facred 
Othcers, who are appointed by the Great High 
Prieft Feſus Chriſt, to repreſent his Divine Prieſt- 


Great God and ſinful Men, in all the moſt impot- 
tant Offices of Religion; in Prayer, and Praiſe, 


| os here on Earth; to interpoſe between tlie 


N N pag. 108. t pag. 118. pag. 162. } pag. 
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in the Oblation of the Gifts and Free- will Oife- 
rings of the People to God, eſpecially in the moſt 
{olemn Euchariſtical Sacrilice of Commemora- 
tion; in admitting Perſons duly qualified into, 
and excluding open Sinners out of the Church : | 
in authoritatively bleſſing the People in the Name 
of God, and preaching his Word to them; and 
in the like ſacred Miniſtrations ; not indeed with 
any Pretence to the leaſt temporal Power, world- , 
ly Greatneſs, or ſecular Authority whatſoever : [J . 
but yet with ſuch a divine Commiſſion from: FI 
Chriſt, at leaſt when they are elected and act ac 
cording to his Laws, and not according to the | 
Laws of Men, that the Publick Worthip, che , 
Celebration of Baptiſm, or of the Euchariſt, 
with the Exerciſe of true Chriſtian Diſcipline 
and Government, cannot duly and effeAtually | 
be done without them. Accordingly I think it| 
a great Honour, that I can ttil! al my ſelf a 
Chriſtian Pri; nor will a thouſand ſuch Re- 
proachful Pamphlets as this make me at all aſha-I gut 
med of that Office or Appellation. Not that | 
will in the leaft juſtify or excuſe any of that gro- 
Ignorance,volly,Prevarication,or Knavery, which 11 
in tbelſc latter Ages have too much prevail d in the 
Church, and particularly in the Prieſts chereof t 
as the Reader will ſee all along theſe Reflexion: | 


, 
R *Fa8 W 
* 
| — 


Yet do I deſirelthat the Sacred Function or Office it fel! uy 
may not be expos'd with thoſe guilty Perlons,thap bh 5 
have too frequently been intruſted wich it: No Wh 
that the truly I earned, and Honeſt and Innocent: WM. as 
and Pious, and Charitabie among the Biſhops and * * 
Presbyters, (and God be thanked many ſ uc, 


there arc fill left among them; even, as Ihope, ig 
all che modern Churches,) may not be conden; 
ned with the ret. There have certainly been : 


ir 


c- an Ages very many tyrannical Princes, unjuſt 
oſt judges, partial Magittraces, knaviſh Lawyers, 
r I cacelefs and ignorant Phyſicians and cheating 
©» 4 Lrades-men : and yet will not any wile Man 
5 therefore fall a railing in general at all Princes, 


Judges, Magiſtrates, Lawyers, Phylicians and 
Trades-men, and ar their ſeveral Dignities and 
Employ ments. And I hope this Generation will 
ive co ſee the Chriſtian Religion and its Prieſiboed ſo 
zctormed and reſtored to their original, pure, 


on By and undefiled State, that all their Enemies ſhall 
_ be aſham'd of che leaſt Attempts to reproach 
che them. Nay Lam willing to hope that ſome of 


cheſe very Men, who now make it their Bulineſs 
o expoſe them both, ſhall be chen ſo facisticd 
with their Excellency and Uſetulneſs to Man- 
„ind, while all their temporal Power and Tyran- 
ny are gone, and they only and truly act by the 


3 avs of the Goſpel, as to reſign themiclves up ſo 
"wt un to their ſpiritual Directions and Conduct, as to 
any luffer themſelves to be guided in the way of 


valvation by them, 

(5.) There is room for Suſpicion that Iyee- 
4 Thinking is here often put for Fair Examination, On 
purpoſe, and with Deſign: as if all things were 
o be determind By abſtratt Thoughts, and meaphy- 
„ Speculations, And this is the more to be fuſ- 
MF pected, becauſe many of late begin to talk againſt 

AR oral Evidence, ancient Teſtimouics, and mat— 

ters of Fact, even in Points which can alone he 
aon by thoſe means ; as if they were conſci— 
gus that that Method of Enquiry were too labo— 
110us, and too much againſt cheir Deſigus to be 
relſh'd by them. They had rather determine 
vrelently by Free Thinking whether Moſes led the 
Þuidren of Ifrac] through the Red Sea ; wlicther 
5 2 (0d 


(12) 
gave the Law on Mount Sina: ; and whether 
Chrilt roſe from the Dead, or aſcended to Hea- 
ven; than take the Pains to examii all the Teſti- 
monies and Monuments that relate to thoſe Facts 
They ſuppoſe it properer to fnare you in à Para- 
logiſm about Neceſſity and Liberty, than appea! 
to the known Obſervations of all Men, and o. 
themſelves allo, about the Freedom of human 
Actions; which yet is a Queſtion only to be de. 
cided by ſuch Obſervation ; and which is thereby 
decided every Hour, to the Satisfaction of the Ot"? 
Body of Mankind; I mean of all but a few tha: M* 4 
Tre puzzled with metaphyſical Subtilties; choſe Mn 
Cobwebs of Learning and Foundations of Scep- | 
ticiſm; and by che By, Ion I cannot but eſteen ue 
one that is moved with metaphyſick Argument 
againſt Fact, Experience, and Teſtimony about. 
{uch Matters, to be juſt as wiſe, as he that is per- 
iuaded by the Difficulties in che Communication! 
of Motion, to deny there is any ſuch thing M0! 
Motion in che World: or as he that is moved by 
che ſeeming Abſurditics, in the abſtract Notiors © | 


2 
— 
1 
S 


abont matter it ſelf, and its originalto disbelier if wi 
the reality of ics Exiſtence; as Mr. Berkly in Her 
Priusiplos of human Knowledge, appears chencoIM gu. 
to have done. Noi have Des Cartes, Mr. Sergeant 2 
Mr. Carrol, or others had much better Succeſs ider 
their parallet Speculations of that Nature. Ass: 
which I obſerve the rather, to caution others frau 
ſpending their Time and Thoughts on ſuch vage! 
Subtiltics, and uncertain Amuſements hereaſro1M *s 1 
But, then as-to my preſent Reflexion, it is ton 
more juſt and neceflary here, becauſe the wee 
of Revealed Religion is therein concern di: It ee. 
ing as impoitible to know by human Gueſſes, on 
caphylick Roeaſoning, or the Freeff Thin ib 
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hat particular Laws it pleas'd God at ahy time 
% give the Jews or Chriſtians, without Recourſe 
So che original Teſtimonies and Records thereto 
Felating, as it is ſo to determin the Laws of Na- 
, or of the twelve Tables at Rome. Nor is it 
nore poſlible for us, without Hiſtory, to know 
vhat Miracles it has pleaſæd God to work for the 

,onfirmation of either, than without it ſo to diſco- 
ver what Wars the King of Pabylon or Perſia made 
ibove two thouſand Years ago. And indeed 
there is the more Reaſon for Caution againſt this 
tallacy, becauſe the main Fact on which Chriſti- 
ganity is built, I mean the Reſurrection of our 
ord from the Dead, which has in ſo an unexcep- 
donable a manner been lately demonſtrated b 
Ar. Ditton, in order to the Convidion of theſe 
Unbeltevers, is ſtill wholly waved ; and inſtead 
o any Reply co that excellent Diſcourſe, an An- 
er to Which would be much more to the Pur- 
pole than all the Amuſements in this and the 
like Books, we are called to Free Thinking only, as 
i fure Reſolver of all Doubts and Difficulties 
whatſoever. If this be ſuppoſed too hard an In- 
cerpretation of the meaning of the Title and Lan- 


erb c 


way no more; but chat Mr. Dizton's noble Un- 
dertakiiig will cither be attempted to be anſwer'd, 
as to chat moſt important matter of Fact, or we 
all hear no mots of ree-Thinking in oppoſition 
% Religion. For] venture to ſay, that as vain 
4s ſome of theſe Free Thinkers may appear, and as 
conceit?d as they may be of the Power of 


q :ticir own Thoughts or Imaginations, ' yer are 


there none of them (in their Wits) fo vain or 
-onceited as to own the matters of Fact in the 
Bible, or indeed that One, that our Saviour did 
1 . really 


guage of this Doo hope we ſhall be put off this 


, 
* 
* 
* 
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ly have appear'd to the Sanhedrim,and BodyoftheW;.. 


feſs that he appear'd ot unto all the People, but on- 


CT 14) 
really riſe from the Dead, to be true, and yet to 
deny, or even doubtof the Truth of Chriſtianity. 
(6.) We have here ſuch a high Character o. 
the Bible, as @ Collection of Tratts, given us at 4 
verſe Times by God himſelf ; and that conſequent A 
every Thing therein mention d, is bandled with the u- 
moſt Degree of Exattneſs, that one would imagin the 
Author had a higher Opinion of the TuſpirationÞ 
and Divinity of all the parts of it, than ſome fe- 
rious Chriſtians themſelves ; tho with what Vie 
and Intention this is ſaid, the reſt of the Pam- I, 
phlet will hardly ſuffer us to doubt: It being ob-, 
vious to argue, that if Books coming any Wa 
from God, mutt be fo exact and unexceptionablc,Þ4, 
tince thoſe contain'd in the Bible, do not ſeem o 
them to anſwer that Expectation in every thing, 
they cannot be ſuppos d to come from Him, bur... 
mult be Forgeries. Juſt thus do the Deiſts reaſon PM... 
alſo in abundance of other Caſes : as for Initance,Þ; 
about Chriſt's Appearances after his Reſurrection: 
It Chriſt had really riſen again, he would certain 


Jewiſh Nation, as openly as he did before, to take 
away all Prerences to Infidelity in that matter e 
and by Conſequence, ſince his own Followes con- 


ly unto ſome peculiar Men, as Witneſſes choſen h- - 
fore of God, we are not to ſuppoſe that he did rea- 
ly riſe at all. While all this fort of human reaſo- ,..: 
ning, and theſe Devices of Men, ace wholly o- 


poſite to the Counſel and Meaſures of the greit 
God, declared every where in the facred Books, e 
and the oldeſt Records of our Religion; contra 
to which Declaration, no one ought to pretend to jaſti 


— 


F-pag 10. f At. X. ;.. . p. 
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heir divine Original and Authority. For“ For judgment, 


et cot, aiſtinction of Men, did Chrift certainly come into 
nt” Wie Horld; that theſe honeſt Perſons that ſaw nor, 
rough want of Light, might ſee ; and thoſe wicked 
' . nud conceited Perſons that pretended moſt to fee, 


„obi be made blind. Accordingly the whole Con- 
Je Ul» ; It of + Divine Revelation, has been all along 
*WYuited to this grand Deſign of Providence. The 
Pacred Books themſelves, have every where ſuch 


JDoubrs and Difficulties in leſſer Matters; the 


Ie" Pecrets of the Providence of God, in the unequal 

"Diſtributions of the good Things of this Life, 
; Ob- nd even of che outward Advantages of being Ins 
3 Peculiar Church and People, are fo little therein 

opened to us, nay were fo little known by the 
mn Prophets and ſacred Writers themſelves ; ſo many 
= »Foccational Hiſtories and Paſſages are inſerted, chat 
Dui make Room for Scruples in thoughtful Men; while 
aſong, er at the lame time the Hiſtories themſelves ate 
NEB itten with that honeſt Simplicity and Incegrity ; 
uon without all Guile, Prejudice or Deceit: The 
al Predictions are ſo plain and numerous, and have 
ktnoßbeen in general ſo exactly accompliſh'd all along; 
take the Wonders and Miracles were ſo many, fo vi- 
TY ible, and left ſuch laſting Impreſhons among 
CO" en ; and the prophane ancient Memoirs, where- 
0 "WMecver they are of undoubted Authority, do for the 
"7 main, ſo fully atteſt ro the Truth of the Facts 


contained in theſe ſacred Records, and the gene- 
alo-W ral Tenor and Drift of all is ſo evidently for the 


support of Piety, Juſtice and Charity; for 
* the encouraging of the Worſhip of the One 
oks, 


I Supreme God, and for the Obſervance of \/:rtue 
1 and the Laws of Nature; in {ſhort its Con- 
5. 3 1 
* * Joh. IX. 29. + See Chronology of the Old Teſtament 
9. 37. and Recognitions paſſim. tents 
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tents dre ſo certain, fo well atteſted by Fact aud 
Hiſtory, and yet ſo different from human, «; 
contrary to the obvious Thoughts, and Notions, 
and Imaginations of mortal Men, that they are 
moſt exactly calculated for the foregoing Purpo- 
ſes of God, ſo viſibly and frequently declar'd 
therein: wiz. The Convidtion, Editication, and 
Salvation of the Honeſt, Pious, and well Diſpo- 
ſed ; and the Stumbling and Fall of the Wicked, 
Proſane, and Captious in all Ages. And by them 
God the Father has, as he intended, moſt evi- 
dently, «bid the Myſteries of his Kingdom * fr. 
the ſeemingly Wiſe and Prudent, and has only reveal 
them unto Babes, or the teachable and upright Es. 
Quirers into them. Nor do the facred Scripture: 
ever pretend to a greater Degree of Inſpiration, 
or of Divine Conduct about them, than was con- 
liitent with this Grand Deſign of his Providence ther ©- 
co relating : and the Contents of the ſeveral 
Branches all along anſwer to that Degree of In- 
ſpiration and Divine Conduct, and to no other; 
as might bc ſhewn more at large, if it were 10 
ceſſary, in this Place, Accordingly theſe ſacred 
Books being ſtill owned by the Good, the Honei!, 
the Humble and the Sincere, that come 
their peruſal, not with an eaſy and credulous, but 
with a ſober, honeſt, and impartial Mind, 
and with Prayer for the Divine lilumin:- 
tion by them; and being rejected or doubted 0, 
chiefly by the Wicked, the Deſigning, the Proud, 
and the Captious; it appears that the Aim 
Providence is ſtill attained ; and not only the 
Believers by receiving them, but the very Unbe- 
lievers themſelves by rejecting them, are made 
Evidences of their Truth and Divine Origina!, 


* 


— — — „ 
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by falling, and being enſnared, and taken in their 
1 = RE and Guile, and Wickedneſs, ex- 


ion aRly according to the Declarations therein made 
yard ©2 Mankind. 

1rp0- (7.) We have here and || elſewhere, abundance 
dard of Inſtances taken from late Writers, of Paſtion, 


and Party, and Knavery, and Forgery, inſiſted 
on in ſuch a manner, as if they were to be im- 
puted to Chtiſtianity, and its proper Clergy, and 
genuine Members: whereas chey are all later 
than the pure and primitive State of Chriſtianity ; 
and are no other than the Eflects of that ſpiritual 
Wickedneſs, Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny, and Anti- 
chriſtian Prevarication, which took place in, and 
after the Days of Con/antineand Athanaſius ; which 
was frequently foretold in the ſacred Scriptures ; 
and which alter'd che Nature of our Religion, the 
Laws of theGoſpel,the Conſtitution of theClergy, 
and the entire Exerciſe of Chriſtian Diſcipline: 
doleful Effects of which ſad State, good Men do 
ſo much deplore at this Day; and theConſequence 
BB whereof has been the endangering the very Be- 
le of the Goſpel it ſelf in the World. However, 
l chis is not one Syllable to the Purpoſe of our 
Jabelievers in the Way of Reaſon and Argu- 
ment, but the Contrary. For, give me leave to 
ask, Has there been abundance of Paſſion, and 


r Party, and Faction in the Church, ſince it was 
incorporated with the State, and ſeculariz d 
od N ereby? Has the Antichriſtian Church, and 


„„ Pochers that rerain too much of her Principles and 

Practices, uſed cunning Tricks, and knaviſn Me- 
'hods of impoſing on their Followers and Vaſſals? 
Have they made uſe of pious Frauds, groſs Inter- 


22 


t Ia, VIII. £5. |; * in Peiſection. 


polati- 


„ 
» 
. 
5 
4 


© 9s — 
% * PET 
— — 3 eat. 


(48) 


Polations, notorious Corruptions, and manifeſ! 
Forgeries to ſupport their wicked Deſigns 2 Ha: 
the Clergy thereby been very often wrong edu- 
cated, wrong elected, ty d down by Subſcriptions, 
and affrighred generally by temporal Diſadvar- 
tages from examining, and preaching, and pra- 
&iting many Chriſtian Truths and Duties? Has 
the true Authority and Power of the Biftops and 
Clergy been thereby turn'd from the eftectuz! 
Exerciſe of Chriſtian Difcipline, and the Refor- 
mation of the manners of the Miniſters an! 
People committed to their Care, to a tempor] 
fort of Tyranny, in making Articles of Faith c. 


FMS, ECTS Torn dine, 


N 
a= 


Communion, and Laws or Rules of their own, > 
and then procuring the Sanction of the tempor © 


Power for theit Execution; and fo to the erectin; 


a ſpiritual Inquiſition in the Church? Have the 


original ſerious Exhortations of the Goſpel fron ;, 
the Pulpit often degenerated into party Harangu . 


and political Sermons ? Have the old ſober Ap 
logies for Chriſtianity, and the plain and aif--| 
cting Beoks of ancient Picty and Devotion, been 
turned frequently into little Diſputes and angry 
fnvectivcs of one Party of Chriſtians againſt ang ©; 
ther? Is the honeſt open Simplicity. Truth, ac 
Sincerity of the firſt Followers of Chriſt almost 
loſt among the Prudence and Politicks of our na 
Chriſtians 2 Is the known Brevity and Plainn«<'s|M/ 


of che original Creeds, Podrines, and Artic!“ 


of Faith, almoſt ſwallowed up in the uuintelligi 


ble Myſteries, abſurd Notions, and diſputabi: 
Forms of theie later corrupt Ages of the Churc!: : 
And is the main Purfuit of the Leaders of Parcic: 


of late, bent ſo much to the preſent Worid, a 


temporal Regards, that that Heaven which ©: 
original Empbrace!s of the Goſpel mainly ſous 1: 


4 }\ 
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( 19 ) 
or, ſeems almoſt out of their View; any farther 
msan than as the recommending it to others 
1ay help thoſe that recommend it to ſome Ad- 
vantage in this World? Are theſe the viſible and 
notorious Effects of that vaſt Change of things, 
; winch Conſtantine and Athanaſius hit introduc'd 
into the Church, and which have gradually 
q {pread over Chriſtendom, without any effectual 
or general Reformation to this Day? And ſhall 
noc all the Good and Honeſt thereupon eſtzem, 
and honour, that prior and better State of genu- 
| io2 Chriſtianity ? chat pure, and holy, and reli- 
gious, and heavenly Settlement which Chriit 
and his Apoſtles left to his Church? that I mean 
hich now appears moſt plainly in the Conſtitu- 


ie} 


tions of the Apoſtles, in the ſacred Scriptures of 
Bite New Teſtament, and in the Books, and 
BP :citice of the ancient Chriſtians 2 Shall not we 
' hive a jult Indignation again{t choſe modern 


Corruptions, notorious Corruptions, every Where 


uin the Church, both fullying and diigtacing 
er common Chrittianity 7 And ſhall not we 


gion 


| of our Lord and Saviour, by our going into all 


q prudent and proper Methods for the Reſtoration 
ot ſche lame among us? This certainly is the only 


q juſt Inference from theſePremiſes, and not to take 


landle from the Wickednels of this Anctichriiti- 
State of things at preſent, to make ir ſtill worſe, 
e incroducing open Impiety and Infidelity, and 


:2reby to take away all Hopes of any better 
mes in this, or of any future Happinels in the 


cher World. Let I cannot but here ſay with our 


Hleſſed Lord, that tho || Ir was neceſſary that the/? 
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( 20 ) 
Offences ſhould come, yet Wo unto thoſe men, whether 
Goveruors or Governed, whether Clergy or Laity, 
whether Papiſts or Proteſtants, whether Church- 
men or Diſſenters, by whom they come: Good were it 


for them that a Millſtone had been hanged about the 


Neck, and they bad been drowned in the Depth of 7 
Sea, rather than they ſhould have given ſuch Occaſior: 
70 the Enemies of Chrift to blaſpheme. However 
as to the Cauſe itſelf, I venture to promiſe, th»: 
when the Deiſts ſhall ſhew me that the primitive 
State of Chriſtianity was like the preſent in the 
matters, I will turn Deiſt alſo ; and to foretel tha! 
when the primitive State is in earneſt reviy 4 
among us, which I hope will be in not very man 
Years time, all fuch Pamphlets as theſe will ſig. 
nify nothing, as to the Chriſtians, but only turn 
to the Reproach of their Authors and Abettors for 
ever, 

(8.) Many things are here taken for granted 
on the Foot of Free Thinking, that require anothc! 
kind of Examination, and which upon ſuch Exam 
nation will appear to be quite ocherwiſe. This 
it is here aſſerted, f that rh: moſt Anciens Fathers | 


the Charch abſurdly ſupposd God to be Material: which. 


cake to be intirely falſe. Nay indeed 'tis very pro- 
bable Tertullian, by that Corporcity of God which he 
ſpeaks of, meant no more than the Reality a1 
Subſtantiality of his Nature, in Oppoſition to 4 
meer virtual Being or Preſence, The like | 
might ſay as to the |! Unlawfulneſs of Self defence n 
any Caſe whatſoever ; and that Secon Marriages we: 
efeemd a kind of Adultery ; which laſt he can only 
have from ſuch a rigid Heretick as the ſame 
Tertullian: while in the Laity they were free!) 
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permitted, without Imputation : nay while even 
chird Marriages were not directly forbidden to 
the ſame Perſons. Nor am I ſenſible that there 


i was then any proper Law for the Laity againſt 


7 Uſury in general; tho” after the Council of Nice, 


, that and abundance of ſuch new Burthens were 


; laid upon Chriſtians by the Church, without any 
original ——_— or Direction in the Goſpel. 
Thus it is affirm'd that t the whole Affair of Oracles 


among the Pagans, 14 nothing elſe but the Artifice of 


| Prieſts, to impoſe on the Senſes of the People; and ac- 
cordingly the Author gives you ſuch an Account 
of their. Caverns, and Holes, and Echoes, and Noiſes, 
and Machines, as it he had ſeen many of chem, and 
had been let into the intire Secret: while theAu- 
thor is conſcious that what he here ſays, is not only 
deſtitute of, but entirely contrary to the original 
Teſtimonies and Authorities; and is properly 
owing to his own and his Friends peculiar manner 
l Free Thinking : which Argument I take to be of 
not much more Value, in this and the like Caſes, 
tian are the Dreams of Men, againſt their waking 
Obſervations. And the ſame is to be ſaid, as 
© the ¶ Appearances of inviſible Beings or Dæ- 
mons, with the Bufineſs of Witchcraft. In all 
which Caſes, thoſe that judge by the Evidence of 
Fa& and Teſtimony, may eaſily be of another 
Opinion. And for my lelf,tho' I fear many innocent 
Perſons may have been unjuſtly condenmed, and 

he Teſtimony of thoſe under Diſtraction or 

{rmoniacal Poſſeſſion, which is either no Evi- 
lence at all, or at beſt no more than dæmoniacal. 

has been too eaſily allow'd for Conviction; and 

o' I believe Cheat, and Impoſition, and Mi- 
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( 22 ) 
Nake are very often found in, or mixed wich 


ſuch Accounts, both among Heathens, Jeu 
and Chriſtians, yet do 1 fully believe all has no: 


been Cheat and Impoſture ; but that, according 


to the undoubted Declarations of the Scripture, 
and the general Conſent of all Nations and Age:, 
Javitible Powers, boch good and bad, have frc- 
quently been permitted to interpoſe in the Affai- 
of Mankind; altho' the Nature of the Divine Con- 
duct already obſervd, would by no means allow i 
bringing thoſe matters, any more than others, 
a pertediy undeniable Demonſtration. And 9 

als over this Author's idle Obſervation, thar 
the Devil is entirely baniſh d the United Provinces, 0! 
which he knows no more than others; and h 
Reflexion upon ſeveral Reverend Divines, who 
he fays || are well kill in the Prophets and Revelat/- 
ens, and ſoon expett the ſecond Coming of our Bleſſed 
Saviour; while he is yet endeavouring to 29. 
away Faith from the Earth ; which when it ſhall bc 
almoſt gone, we ſhall haye a farther Sign of the 
approach of that Advent of our Bleſſed Saviour: 
as he lays himſelf, * ken the Son of Man come! 
ſhall he find Faith on the Earth? To pals by allo lis 
Erratum or Dele, |. If a Man be under an Oblipatic: 
to liſten to any Revelation at all; which {ome ſutpec! 


was inſerted to make the Paſſage more remark: 


ble, It is here .. hinted, that che Differenc: 
of the Hebrew and Septuagint Capies of the Þi- 
ble, is amighty weakningto Chriſtianity: while 
yet ' tis not certain that in the firſt Century there 
Was any ſuch Difference at all between them 
nor indeed very often of mighty Conſeque ne. 
thereto, which of their preſent different Chron? 
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logies or Readings we follow. In reality I think 
the Cauſes of the preſent Differences berween 
8 choſe Copies, are not yet ſufficiently diſcover'd, 


and ſeveral Obſervations neceſſary thereto, have 


been hitherto omitted by che Learned. Only fo 
far I venture to give my own Thoughts, that 
| choſe Differences were not, generally ſpeaking, 


original; nay that they were not ſo in the Days of 
Philo and Feſephus; that the then agreeing Copies 
were truly quoted in the firſt Ages of the Goſpel; 
that the Occaſions of the preſent Differences 
ſeem generally owing to the ſcattered State of 
the Jews after the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, and 
before the Days of Origen ; and that the more we 
can recover of tho Hebrew or Samaritan Text 
and Greek Coptes, as they were in the firſt Cen- 
tuty, in theſe diſagreeing Places, the leſs Difh- 
culties ſhall we have upon us, and the more exact 
will che Citations of Chriſt, his Apoſtles and the 
nrſt Chriſtians appear co be. But then as to the 
unpubliſh'd || Samaritan Chronology, as diſagree- 
ing with the Hebrew Accounts, I venture ro ſay 
the Chriſtian Church will be in no Fear of it's 
open Appearance in the World. All ſuch ſpuri- 
ous Pieces rather ſtill cending to the Honour of 
the genuine Scriptures; and only ſupplying in- 
judicious Writers with Matter for the Amuſe- 
ment of the ignorant and unlearned Readers; after 
which they immediately come to nothing. 

(9.) We have here Syuper/tition and Religion per- 
petually confounded ; nay, Timer Deorum is ren- 
dred * The Fear of God, and is made the Definition 
of Superſtition. Somewhat like chis might paſs 
or tolerable under Paganiſm, when Retigio 
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commonly ſignified Heathen Superſtition, and wh! 


they had no other but a ſuperſtitious Form « 
Worthip among them; but tis intolerable under 
Chriſtianity, when Religion is us'd in a nobis 
Senſe,and when its original Settlements, ſtill extant 
in the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, and the Scripture, 
are ſo fac from unmanly, ſervile, or over-run with 
lictle uſeleſs Ceremonies, which is the known 
Character of Superſticion, that tis for certain the 
moſt juit, rational, pious and regular Method 0: 
an holy Life, of divine Worſhip, of a righteo:;, 
charitable, and humble Behaviour,of a regular D:!- 
cipline, and of an heavenly Converſation that ever 
was upon God's Earth; and that without any 
Terrors or affrightſul Threats upon any, but t 
obſtinately Wicked and Incorrigible. In truc, 
I look upon a Life led according to thoſe Rules, 
to be the moſt noble, moſt utzful,and molt pleaſar: 
that a rational Creature is capable of in this Worl!, 
and that it affords ſuch ſolid Foundations of Con- 
{olation under all the Troubles of this Life, aud 
even under Perſecution and Death it ſelf, that v0 
other Method of Religion, er if you will Irren 
gion, can compare with it: ſince it ſelf is the higl - 
elt and beſt Inſtitution of Religion; and Irreliginr, 
beſides irs other Miſeries, can never afford any 
Aſſurance or Security againſt a future Judgment, 
and the Puniſhments of another World; and 19 
by Conſequence muſt always leave Room for 
Fear, and Horror, and Deſpair at preſent ; as 
well as expoſe Men, if Religion be true, to the 
dreadful Vengance of divine Juſtice hereafter. 
For tho' I do not perceive that God has threa:- 
ned to preſerve the Lives or State of the Wicked 
or Unbelievers in Torment to all Eternity; ye" 
has he certainly aſſur'd us, their Miſery ſhall b- 

| teo 
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do ſevere and too laſting to be undergone, or 
even thought of without Horror, Agonv and 
Amazement. And what wiſe Man wc, id run 
the leaſt Riſque of all this, only to avoid the 
* [iving ſoberly, righteoufly and godly, or according 
te the moſt excellent Laws of the Goſpel, in 518 
ent World ? and that in Hopes of a bleſſed Re- 
ward in the Kingdom of Heaven? And O that 
this Writer and all of us may Confider this, and ſhew 
b (elves Men and with wile Solomon, whom our Au- 
thor himſelf puts among his Free Thinkers, refolve 
in + Fear God, and keep his Commandments ; b:ccuſe 
therein conſiſts the, whole Happineſs of Man: conſide- 
ring that God will bring every Work into Judgment, 
with every ſecret Thing, whether it be good, or whether 
it ve evil. 

Bur to return; As to || real Superſtition, Ma- 
gick Terrors and Rites, Omens, Enchant- 
ments, Aſtrological Predictions, &c. this Author 
cannot but know they are entirely forbidden by 
our Holy Religion; and ſo no way to be charg'd 
upon it: as indeed he does own that all the I Ce- 
remonies or vain Divinations in the Heathen Tem- 
ples, were intirely diſcountenanc'd by the ancient 


Chriſtians; tho' he ought to confeſs it was not 


becauſe they believ'd them nothing but Cheats 
ol che Prieſts, as he here intimates ; but becauſe 
they look'd on them, as what their very Baptiſm 
taught them to abhor, when they .. Rencunced 
Satan, and bis Works, and his Pumps, and bis Mor- 
ſuips, and bis Angels, and his Inventions, «nd a!! things 
t are under him: the delivering Men rom the 
I;ranny of which wicked Spirits, was look d on 
then as one principal Advantage of the Advent 
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of cur Bleſſed Saviour. Nor indeed am J yet 1. 
tished, that all the ſpurious Miracles ſo curre:: 
under * A4thanufimmiſm and Popery, and of which 
our Author makes ſuch Advantage, were mec 
Cheats; but ſuſpect that there have frequently bc 
Dezmomacal Operations and Illuſions intermix+ 
with them: and that from the very Days . 
Authuny the Monk, to our own Age, Pur tl; 
only by the By. 

(.) We have || here broad Hints, that Men 
need have no Fear of any future Miſery or Evil at 
Hands of God; and that Miſery in the next World, it 
a thing of woich men are incapable of having any cn 
vincing Evidence ; and lo they need nor be afraid 
of furure Puniſhment for their Sins ; lec the Con- 
victions of their own Conſciences tell them ness 
ſo freely they juſtly deſerve it; or let the Reve- 
lations of God be never ſo plain and fo well u. 
teſted, thereto relating. I cannot here ami! 
my Wonder at this Autho:s Boldneſs, but com 
mend his Wiy of Management; I mean when i: 
takes care to know all this @ priori from Free Think- 
ing, and fo ſaves himſelf the Labour of farthet 
Demonſtration. And I think him a very tie Perion 
to comfort and encourage our Thieves and Cut. 
throats, under all their Fears and Terrors, lan 
public“ Juitice ſhould overtake chem at laſt. Fo. 
to be lure he can eaſily tell them that, There 1; 
no occaſion for any uneaſy Fears, or any me— 
* lancholy Apprehenſions of Laws, and Pu— 
niſhments, Judges, and Juries, Condemnati— 
ons, and Executions. That indeed there 
been much Talk of {uch Things, and ſeveral 
have pretended to have read, and heard, and ic 
and fe t the Effects of them; Yer he can prov? 


A 


e . ut ber- 36. 


these 


( 


chere is no Foundation for any Suppoſals of 
chat Nature, becauſe it is ealy to prove 4 priori, 


* and by Free Thinking that it mutt be all falſe, 


| © and inconſiſtent wich the Queens Juſtice, Cle- 
| © mency, Goodnelis, and Affection to her Sub- 
) © jets; with many more demonſtrative Argu- 
ments of che like Narure that he could uſe in 
| © that Caſe. Only I fear chat ſuch an Harangue 
| a5 this, would rather make the Orator paſs ſor 
ons Diſtracted, than afford the leaſt Jor of Com- 
| fort to the guilty Offenders, Which is alſo very 
# much the Cale in the Parallel before us. But then 
ißt he means all this, not only for the Eaſe of the 
| Offenders, but for the Benefit and Advantage of 
human Life in general, I ſhall beg Leave to ad- 
drels my ſelf to him in the excellent Words of 
Peter, out of the Kecognitions upon occaſion ot 
| thoſe chat then took away the Hopes and Fears 
of another World; and to d-fire he will pleaſe to 
| confider ſeriouſly of them. No you aſſert, ſays 
| ** he to Simen Magns, that the Soul is mortal, 
that Men may not, in Hope of future Happinels, 


"live well and juſtly. For certainly if Men del- 


pair of future Happinels, what will be the Con- 


' {:quence, but that Mercy will be cut off, and 


| Men will indulge themſelves in Luxury and Plea- 


' {ures, whence 'tis certain all Injuſtice does ariſe? 
vet while you introduce a Doctrine of fo great 
Impiety into this miſerable Life of Mortal Men, 
vou call your ſeit a pious Perſon, and me an im- 
' P1Ous one; becauſe, as J ſuppoſe, I put a Re 
' itraine upon Men, by the Hope of future Happi - 
'nels from taking up Arms and fighting with one 


another; from diiturbing and ſubeserting every 
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thing; and undertaking all Enterprizes that LyutÞ | 
fcan dictate to them. And what'a State Ii Þ Ui 
© muſt that be, which you would introduce? Th. I 
© Men may beat and be beaten ; that they may en 
in a Rage with one another, and full of Conſuſ f Au 
on, and live in perpetual Fear : for it cannot |: I th 
© avoided, but thoſe that bring Miſchieſs on otbe, Þ i:; 
© muſt themſelyes expect to be treated in the li;.2 the 
* manner. Don't you perceive now that you arcs Þ 
Leader of Diſturbance, and not of Peace of Ini. Þ Y- 
© quity, not of Equity? And afterward : * * Wh: che 
good have the Philoſophers done to human Life g 
© by ſaying that God is never angry at Men? Iba 
* luppole only this, to teach them that no Body Cr 
need be at all afraid of any Vengance, or Day of Þ £7/ 
judgment; and thereby to looſe the Reins intite- the 
*ly to Sinners. Or what Advantage have they I be 
brought to Mankind, who have ſaid there is no ſtle. 
God, and that all things happen by Chance aid I in) 
* accidentally ? Is not this the Conſequence ther- an 
* of, that Men that hear ſuch Doctrine, and ſu; orig 
* poſe there is no Judge, none that exerciſes any I jor 
Providence in the World, wil lfear no Body, bi: 
* will be carried headlong into all Wickedne's, 
which either Rage, or 3 or Lutit 
can dictate to them? For even thoſe that ſay no- 
thing can be done but according to the Schiene 
* of Nativity, have not much improved human 
Life: ſince che Conſequence is, that every ons, 
by aſcribing the Cauſe of his Sin to his Geniture, 
* ſatisfies himſelf that he is innocent in his wicked 
Practices; while inftead of waſhing away n n 
Crime by Repentance, he doubles his Guilt ,t 
b ing it to Fatality. Val 
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(rt.) We have“ here 4 large Account of the 


| Pitference of Opinions among Prieſts, Chrillian 
well as Heachen; and many notable Exam- 
ples produc'd, and Paſſages inſerted, which the 
author thinks proves it undemiably. But now, 
| tho” this be very true in the vulgar Senſe, where- 
in Papiſts, Proteſtants, Lutherans, Calviniſts, 
the Followers of general Councils, of Athanaſius, 
Ain, Cranmer, or Cartwright, ate Called Chriſcians ; 


4 


| Yet in a ſtrict Senſe it is utterly falſe. For As he 
that follows Athanaſius is an Athanaſizan ; he that 


ſuhleribes to the Council of Nice is a Nicean; lie 


that is guided by the Council of Confantineple is a 
Conſtantinopalitan; he that belicvcs the Council of 


Erbeſus is an Epirftan ; and he that depends on 


the Council of Chalcedin is a Chalredonian, So is 
| he and only he that follows Chr and his Apo- 
ſtles, properly ſpeaking, a Chriſtian, Now | 
enture to affirm, upon the Credit of a frequent 
and careful Peruſal of all the genuine Remains of 


original Chriſtianity, that there is no Foundation 
jor this Imputation upon it; particularly in thoſe 
very Points, which our Author inſtances in for 
e Proof of this Aſlertion. And I wiſh all that call 
themſelves Chriſtians at preſent, would consider 


well of this matter; and laying aſide the Notions 
of their ſeveral Parties and Churches, would 
| with one Conſent reſolve to return to Primitive 


Ciriftianity ; which they would then find all of a 
Piece, eaſy to be diſcover'd, and a certain Foun- 
dation of their Unity, Peace and Agreement, 


Ius would be the moſt effectual Confutation, 
not only of the preſent Author, but of all che 
nbelievers for ever: tillwhich time tis eaſy to lee. 


— 
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us, without a Pollibility of any other effect 


9 


they will get Ground, and will triumph ou 


' 


al Scop or Confutation. Only I muſt fay tir 
ther, that ſeveral Paſſages here alledg'd fro 
A. B. King, Bp. Taylor, Mr. Braddock, Dr. Sher!: 
9 South, Dr. Wallis, Mr. Nye, Dr. Gaſtre// 
Bp. Aylmer, Mr. Seller, Bp. Sanderſon, a. 
Bp. Parker are ſuch as ſtand in great need of 
Apology, if they are capable of it. But fince I «- 
alone concern d in vindicating the Chriſtian Reli. 
gion, which is no way intereſted in the Raihneſs «| 
any modern Churches or Perſons about fach 
matters, I ſhall leave their Vindication to ſuch: 15 
are better qualified and diſpos'd to ſpend thei: 
time in thoſe matters. I need not now inſiſt on chi 
Aurhor's next * Head, vir. the Contradictions :0 
Reaſon and to one another, which ſome hae 
own'd as to the Doctrines they receiv'd ; ſincs 
this affects not the Chriſtian Faith it ſelf, where- 
in no ſuch Contradictions appear, but the lac 
Notions and Hypotheles of ſome modern Parties 
among us only; nor will the raſh Sayings 
Dr. Sacheverel, Bp. Beveriage, and Dr. South, which 
are all that are alledg'd in this Place as abſuid, 
all affect the Religion of our Saviour; till it cn 
be made appear, that that is alſo juſtly charge 
ble with fuch Inconſiſtency and Concradictio: ; 
which I think theſe Authors, can never prove i: 
to be. Nor need 1 in the next place, add mu 
as to what is ſaid, that by the Acknowledgmen! 
of Dr. Grabe and Dr. Hickes there are {till Aba. 
les, and Defeats, and falſe Dodrines in 0: 
Church; ſince my own Opinion is fo well know! 
already on the ſame Side; and that as to fever? 
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the very ſame Points alſo that are here menti- 
und in particular. Nor can any Body ſo much 
a> {zrioully pretend, that we have any real Church- 
Liſcipline at all. In the next r Place we have 
{xamples of the Priells profeſſing they will not 
tell che Truth, but reproacliing thoſe chat do ſo. 
Now I ſtall be fo far from juſtifying any of the 
Paſſages here quoted from Dr: Atterbury, the 


| Bp. of Worceſter, and Dr. Fdwards of Oxferd, or 
that of A.B.Cranmer himſelf, if it were meant as he 


r 


ſuppoſes, that T look on them as ſhameful and into- 
cable, We have then another fad Inſtance oi che 


Priefts Conduct, viz. The branding choſe they 
Zillike, with the odious Names of Socinian, Deiſt or 


| Atheiſt, without any juſt Occaſion. Now chat this 


las been very unjuſtly done ſometimes, is too 
plain to be deny'd. Only let the Guilty anſwer 
| r themſelves, and let the Innocent not be con- 
demned wich chem. Nor is this a Fault peculiar 
'© Prieſts, but common to all the violent Parties, 
i ſuch, one againſt another. But as for that 
heavy Charge in particular of the very Learned 
Ui. Hickes upon the great and good A. B. Tillutſon, 
that He was the graveſt Athriſt that ever was, | 
would fain disbelicve the Truth of ic: And it be- 
ing only a Quotation in a nameleſs Pamphlet, 
ſappos d to be his, from another written by a Per- 
{on of quite different Principles before, there 


 ſe:ms to be Room tor it: otherwileit mutt ſtand 


an amazing Monument of the hear of Party, 
d the ſtrange Violence which Oppreſſion lome- 
times drives the greateſt Men co; I mean to 
'-preſent that excellent Perſon as an Atheiſt, 
whoſe whole Life and Labours were ſpent in vindi - 
eating Religion both natural and reveal'd,with the 
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greateft Succeſs ; and endeavouring ſo to repre. 
tent and reform them from Miſtakes und Perve:. 
fion, thar they might be univerſally receiv'd by 
Mankind Nor do ſuch as theſe well conſider what 
Ends they ferve, when they unwarily ftigmat!/c 
fuch Menus the Archbiſhop, Mr. Lock, &c. with 
the Names of Secinian, Deiſt or Atheiſt ; It being 


certainly not che way to ſupport the Credit o 


Religion, or of any of its Docttines in the World, 
to have it thought that the molt conſidering, u, 
and judicious Perſons are diflatisfhied or Unbel:c- 
vers; and fuch Suſpicions proving general!y, 
upon Enquiry, intirely contrary to Truth, ard 
built on no Foundation in the World. Þ[ heart! 
wiſh the Religious Men of all Parties wou'd 
make that good Uie of this Caution, to take 
care to give no more Occaſion for Complaint on 
this Head. We have here a little after, f fevers! 
Inſtances of the Prieſts IIſe of pious Frauds, 
tranſlating and publiſhing Books. Now as to 
this, no other Anſwerineed be return'd by me, bu: 
this, that the old Chriſtians before Atbanaſiut ub. 
hord all ſuch Practices; and that all Prieſts oe 
others, that knowingly do any ſuch thing, ar: 
themſelves to be had in the utmoſt Deteſtation 
all Men; eſpecially by all Chriſtians ; whole very 
Religion had originally the Name of Truth given 
to it, as intirely depending on Truth and Since- 
rity in all its Affairs; in diſtinction from the 


wicked Hereſies of thoſe Ages, which were fi- 


ported by Lies, Corruptions, Interpolation: 
and Forgery : ſo that by conſequence all ſuch loc 
Churches, and Parties, and Factions, which arc 
found to ſupport themſelves by the ſame wicked 
Arts, are ſo tar, plainly Antichriſtian. 
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ASS 
(12.) We have here alſo all Pretence of 


God's Revelations to the Jews expos'd, as f making 
him talk to all Mankind from Corners ; * making him 


have Favorite Nations and People, without any Conſide- 


ration of Merit : and we have withal great Con- 
tempt ſhew'd of that Nation, as an {| i/literate, bar- 
barous, and ridicalous People ; and, in the wild and 
profane Language of Dr. South, ſuch as God ſeems 
to have eſpous d to himſelf upon the very ſame Acconnt 
that Socrates did Nantippe, only for her extreme ill 
Conditions. Now as to God's talking to the Jews, 
as from a Corner, tis in ſome Senſe notoriouſly 
falſe. His Wonders for them in Egypt, at the 
Red- Sea, and in Paleſtine were open, and publick, 
and famous, over no ſmall part of the then 
inhabited World: they ſeem on the contrary, 
defign'd as ſtanding J Monuments of the divine 
Power and Providence, in fulfilling his Promiſes 
to the Obedient, and executing his Threatnings 


on the Diſobedient; cven before the reſt of the 


World, and to many Generations. And accor- 
dingly all Nations were permitted or invited to 
become Proſelytes, to embrace the Worſhip, and 
put themſelves under the Protection of the One 
true God; and this without laying any necellary 
Obligation upon them, as to all che Jewiſh 
Ceremonial Obfervances. Nor was that Nation 
2 Favorite, as to eternal Rewards or Puniſhments, 
more than others ; but only intruſted with peculi- 
ar Talents and Opportunities, and preferv'd in 
good Meaſure, from the overſpreading Idolatry 
and endlefs Superſtition of the neighbour Nations, 
till the coming of their Meſlias : for all which 
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they were proportionably accountable to God: 
and their Abuſe of thoſe Mercies,and at laſt their Þ 
murdering their Meflias, have reduc'd them to be. 
the moſt miſerable of all Nations, till they again m. 
repent, in order to their future Recovery and 7» 
Reſtoration: that ſo at laſt they and all People 
may find that in reality f God is no Reſpedter if WM wi 
Perſons ; but that in every Nation he that fearath lim, Nu 
and worketh Rig hteouſneſs,is accepted with him: Nay ic N cn. 
appears probable to me, that how itubborn and tat 
ftiffnecked a People ſoever they were of old, yet is: 
were they not worſe, nor more wicked, nor Þ ati 
more ignorant, than the reſt of the Nations, which N Ho 
were then their Neighbours, in the World, fuch WA 
as the Egyprians,the Canaanites the Moabites,the in. por 
monites, the Chaldeans, and thoſe others, of whom | but 
Mention is made in the facred Hiſtory, W wit! 
There being little of that more agreeable Sort of Wiion 
Vertue and Learning then in the World, which Wo! it 
the Grecian Philoſophy and Policenels afterwards Wed 
introduc'd, and which ſpread themſelves among Wt v. 
the Jewiſh Nation alſo, and-prepar'd the way tor He 
the times of the Meſſias, both among Jews and Hoch 
Gentiles. However, I fear one great Realon e 
all this Spite to the Jews is, becauſe their Sacred Wand 
Books have been receiv'd by che Chriſtians, and Peco 
do mainly ſupport our Religion: and that the Chr. 
Remains of that Nation, ſ{catcer'd over the se 
World, together with all their ancient Record, 
do give ſuch undeniable Atteſtation to thoſe d 
cred Writings, as makes it impoſſible for the De 
iſts to attack them by Evidence and Teſtimonie, 
and reduces them to the Neceſſity of oppoling td 
plain Fact, ro undoubred Evidence, to certain 
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ir Miracles, and to notorious Inſtances of divine 
be Providence, done in open Face of Mankind, 
in meer Free Thinking, or rather downright groun4dleſs 
nd WW Imagination, | | 
e (43. We have f here and more largely || elſe- 
of Þ where, ſuch Aſſertions about the Canon of Serip- 
m, ue, and the Uncertainty of the ſacred Books of 
ic ff cur Religion; and all this confirmed by ſuch Quo- 
nd FF cations out of ſome Modern Learned Men among 
et W115 alfo,that many conſidering Perſons are ſtartled 
10r cit. Now my Anſwer in this Caſe ſhall be very 
ich Hort and very plain; viz. That all thefe ſtrange 
ich W Alſertions are falſe, and groundleſs, and unſup- 
- ported by all original Antiquity ; that nothing. 
om Hud the lay ing aſide che Apoftolical Conſtitutions, 
*. WM with it's Catalogue of Sacred Books, and Quota- 
t 0! FWions from them; and particularly the Rejection 
ich (WO! it's 85th Apoſtolical Canon, could ever have 
uri uc d fo plain a Caſe to fo great an Uncertain- 
vs . For the Canonical Books of Scripture, both of 
e Old and New Teſtament, - originally meant 


and Nothing but the Books enumerated in that 85ch 
1 Oe, all which were {till eſteemd Genuine 
ore end Sacred, and were all, but the Conſtitutions, 
and Wccordingly read in the publick Afſemblies of 
the NChriſtians, and called by che folemn Name of 
che Wocr/prure £ as were alſo the reſt of the Books writ- 
orb, Ween after the making of that Canon, by any of 


de Apoſtles, or their original Companions and 
De- \ttendants, ſuch as Barnabas, Hermas, Ignatius, 
nicotad Polpcarp, and by no others. I mention the 
S iutions of the Apoſtles, as certainly Canonical ; 
0410 ce they are in all che known Copies of that 
——':ginal Canon, and 1 deſire this Author, who 
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all Chriſtians. But I have had Occatinn to exa- iſ 4 


any more mention'd on theſe Occaſions. 
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ſeems to wonder that the Ahyſinian Chriſtians 
receive them, to ſhew me any one Copy? 
where they are wanting; or indeed to“ 
name me any one truly Primitive Chriftia: I 4 
Church, that was govern'd by any other Rules of WW £ 


Faith, and Diſcipline, and Worſhip, and Go- FF #! 
vernment, than thoſe contain'd in them. For I ©: 


as to thoſe many other doubttul or ſpurious Pieces, I *\+ 
which are reckon'd up here and elfewhere, there I P: 
is no Pretence for their being in the Cann; or WW *if 
that they were called Scripture, or cited as © 


compleat Authority, or indeed read in the public f 


Aifemblies of Chriſtians in the firſt Ages: which IF © 
alone were the Characters of Books moſt proper!y f 
Divine or Sacred among them. Nay moſt of the 6 
Books in theſe Catalogues were the Product f. 
the old Hereticks, and ſo had in Deteſtation 8 


min this matter elſewhere, whither I muſt |] here 
refer the Reader; and to which Proof I muſt da- 
fire a through Anſwer before this Uncertainty e 
Canon of Scriptures, fo much inſiſted on of late, 


(14.) Some things are here ſet down as funda- 
mental Branches of Chriſtianity, in order, as 
to be fear'd, to expoſe it, while the Author couſd 
hardly believe them to be any Parts of origin 
Chriſtianity at all, but muſt know, or at leaſt ſu pc 
they came into the Church in later Ages. Thus in 
one Place we have it aſſerted, that 4 The moſt Fus 
damental Doctrine of the whole Chriſtian Religion, ii 
Doctrine of the ever Bleſſed Trinity, which he ele- 
where explains, as implying .. Chriſt to be God au 
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Man, and God's Son, and the ſame numerical Being with 


r God whoſe Son he , and yet perſonally diſtintt from 
*him And afterward, Ihe Doctrine of Origmal3in,or that 


Men are now lyable to be damned for Adam's Sin, is the 
Foundation of the whole Chriſtian Religion. I dare 
appeal to the Author's Conſcience, whether he 
believes what he here ſays to be true; and to the 
Readers whether, if he does not, theſe are not, 
plain Inſtances ot that Prevarication and Inſince- 
city, which he fo vehemently complains of in 
che Clergy and the Church. My own Opinions 
in theſe Caſes are ſo well known to the contrary, 
chat J need add nothing farther to declare them 
upon this Occation. | 

{15.) We have there and ellewhere a great 
noiſe made with the various readings of the New 
Jeſtament in Dr. Als, above 30900 in number; 
2nd a Quotation from Dr, bite, how doubtful 
they!mulit render the Text it ſelf. Now as to this, 
I need ſay here is, that thoſe various Readings 
ars ſo far from hurting the Text, or weak- 
ning its Authority in general, that they give 
mighty light to it; ſhew how it has been in con- 
ſtant Uſe and Reputation; are a grand Hedge and 
Security about it; ſhew us ſometimes the real ori- 
ginal Writing of the Apoſtles in diſputable Points; 
and are undeniableAtceſtations to the main current 
and coherence of our common Copies. It being 
evident that out of thoſe 30000 there is ſcarce 
Fifty that do conſiderably alter the Senſe of the 
Places; and of them ſcarce Ten that do ſo in any 
Points of great Difficulty and Importance. So 
chat tw ſpeak my Mind plainly, whenever I find 
iuch a Noiſe made in this caſe, I ſhrewdly ſuſpect 
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either groſs Ignorance as to thoſe various Reading 
themſelves, and the proper Nature and Uſe cf 
them; or great Paſſion, Prejudice and want 01 
Judgment; and on the contrary cannot but wiſh 
that the various Readings of the Hebrew Copies 
of the Old Teſtament had been preſerv'd as we! 
as thoſe of the New; being very ſecure thi! 
thence great Light would often have ariſen to ma- 
ny Texts, which no Commentator can now unfold 
to us upon any certain Foundation. I paſs ove: 


that idle Tale and miſerable Tranſlation about ti:: 


I Correction of the Holy Gu/pels under Anaſtaſius, 1: 
written by Idiot Evangeliſts, For this Author can 
not be fo weak as to think any of our Copies ©! 
the Goſpels are ſuch as have been ſo correct 
if ever any ſuch fooliſh Thing, in the way of FS. 
gery, was attempted by any Body; I lay in c 
way of Forgery only; or as intending any Diminu- 
tion or Suppreſſion of the originai Goſpels them. 
felves thereby. Otherwiſe many honeſt Pata 
phrafes, and ſome uſeful Verſions do endeavour t 
expreſs more eaſily, and in a politer Stile, vhs: 
the Sacred Writers ſpeak, in a plainer and mor 
unartful Larguage : Whether || Tatian's Deſign in 
his Paraphraſe on Paul's Epiſtles, wherein he 
faid to have amended the Conſtruction of the Apoſt':: 
Language, were of the former or of the latter fo: :, 
cis hard now to determine, ſince the Book is lolt - 
as itisalfoto do fo in the preſent Caſe, for want o 
any Remains of this pretended Paraphraſe or Co: - 
rection before us under Anaſtatius, if ever ſuch © 
thing was then really put in Practice: of whic! 
yet the intire Silence of all other Hiſtorians abou! 
it ſeaves great room to doubt. But this Tranſlatior: 
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of ab idiotis Evangeliſtis, by Idiot inſtead of plain and 
wnartfal Ewvangelijts deſerves rather the Rod of a 
Schoolmaſter, then the Reflexion of a Scholar up- 
on it If a Clergy-Man had been guilty of fo greac 
Weakneſs orPrevarication,call it which you pleaſc, 
as this Tranſlation, which yet is not the only one of 
this Nature in this Pamphlet, he would hardly have 
eſcaped the Laſh of this Writer, or of his Brethren, 
upon a proper Occaſion. 

(16.) What is here ſaid, * © as if the Streets ot 
London are full of Common Whores, who are in 
effect publickly tolerated in their Wickednels ; 
* andche Whore-mongers free from all Puniſh- 
© ment, and almoſt from Cenſure, and as if few 
or no Complaints are made of this Wickedneſs, 
* cither from the Pulpit or the Preſs ; I rake ro 
be entirely falſe. Certainly our Author has 
heard, at leaſt of one Society for the Reformation of 
Manners, with the annual Sermons and the Books 
belonging to ther, However it chings be itill 
lo very bad among vs, notwithſtanding the con- 
ſtant Diligence of that Body, that ſuch Men as this 
Author and | Dr. S are forc'd to cry out for 
Diicipline and Reformation; nay that even the 
Author of the Examiner cannot bear the Infulcs 
that are made upon Religion and the Clergy in 
this very Pamphlet, but endeavours to confute it, 
and to ſupport Chriſtianicy; I hope all really good 
Men, will not be any more diſcourag'd in their 
Attempts for ſuch Reſtoration ot Diſcipline, and, 
an intire Reformation; and that I my ſelſ alfo 
ſnall be allowed, without Offence, to contribute 
what I can to this Amendment of things 
amils, and to the Revival of Primitive Chriſtiani- 
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ty among us. I heartily wiſh that all ſuch Men 


as theſe were in earneſt; For if they were but in 


any degree ſo, neither Morality nor Chriſtianity 
could poſſibly be at that low Ebb among vs, 
which ſad Experience reaches us they really are 

(17.) We have |] here ſuch a Catalogue of 
Free-Thinkers put together, as is very odd and 
whimſical, very unfair and difagreeable ; they 
are theſe, Socrates, Plato, Ariſtotle, Epicurus, Plu- 
tarch, Varro, Cato the Cenſor, Cicero, Cato ©! 
Utica, Seneca, Solomon, The Prophets, Joſepbus, 
Origen, Minutins Felix, Syncſius, The Lord Bac, 
Mr, Hobbes, and A. B. Tillotſon; beſides One and 
Twenty more that are only nam'd. Certainly io 
many Perſons,of ſo very different Characters, have 
not commonly been rank'd together. Tho how 
it comes to pals that the | Divine Virgil, and fom: 
more ſuch Divine Heath:n Pocts do not appear 1. 
mong them, I do not underſtand. Now if thi: 
Author by a Free Thinker means only a great and 
good Man, that does his utmoſt to oppoſe the 
Pre judices and Superſtitions, the Vices,and Errors, 
and Corruptions of the Times he lives in; this is a 
very imperfect Catalogue: but if he means He 
Thinkers in Oppoſition to the Embracers of true 
Religion, which conſiſts in the Love and Fear of 
God, the Dependence on his Provideace, the 
Hopes of his Rewards, and the Dread of his Pu- 
niſuments ia this and the other World, and the 
Proſecution of Holineſs and Vertue, as a Law 
deriv'd from the Bleſſed Author of all their Enjoy- 
ments, and in order to approve themſelves t© 
him, as he ſeems to do, he muſt leave out the 
greateſt Part of even theſe, nay muſt place not 
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/zw of them among the principal Promoters of 
Religion; and content himſelf with Epicurys of 
Old, and Mr; Hobbes of late; or with two or 
three more out of theſe Forty at the utmoſt. 
What is here, chiefly remarkable is his claiming 
| Cicero for a Free Thinker,in his irreligious Senſe ot 
the Words, contrary to the main Tenor of his 
Writings, whatever this Author pretends ; a few ot 
which Paſſages I ſhall here tranſcribe for his 
Vindication. O Bleiled Day, ſays his Cato, when 
I ſhall go to that great Atlembly and Company 
© of Divine Souls! and ſhall get away from this 
* Rout and Diſagrecable Mixture of People here! 
© For I ſhall not only go to thoſe Men whom I 
* ſpake of before, but alſo to my Cato, one of the 
© beſt and moſt pious Men thar ever was born; 
* and whoſe Body was cominicted to che Funeral 
* Pile by me ; whereas mine ought to have been fo 
by him. While his Soul did not deſert me, but 
* look'd back upon me, and ſo no doubt departed 
© into thoſe Places, whither he ſaw I my ſelf was 
to come hereatter. And pre ſently, under the 
ſame Perſon's Name. © But if I be in an Error 
© in believirg that the Souls of Men are Immor- 
© tal, tis a very agrecable Error: nor ſhall J be 
* willing to have it ever extotted from me while 
I live. However, if when l am dead I ſhall have 
no more Perception, as ſome {mail Philoſophers 
* {uppoſe, [not Cicero himſelf certainly, ] I 
dont fear being laugiid at for this Error, by thoſe 
| Which Paſlages, with ma- 
ny other in Tullys Writings, do indeed intimate 
no {mail Degree of Uncertainty about it, in 
uch Men as Cato and Cicero ; but yet they plainly 
imply that their real,nay darling Opinion was for 
Immortality. But chat Selummon and the Prophets 
pig. 133, Cc. I De Senectute. . 
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mould be brought into the Rank of theſe F,, 
Thinkers, becauſe the former introduces and con- 
futes an Irreligious Speaker, and the latter re- 
proves the Jews for their Formality in their ont. 
ward Obſervances, without any Regard to in- 
ward Purity, Piety, and Obedience and fadly com- 
plains of che Corruption of the Prophets and 
Prieſts among them at that time; is ſtill mor: 
awkward, profane, and ridiculous. And it were 
but to expoſe ones ſelf to the Laughter of thi 
Author and his Friends, to go about operoully 
to vindicate either of them; ſince themſelves 
cannot certainly be ſerious in the Imputations 
they lay upon them. Only I muſt Note, tha: 
what is here ſaid under the Pretence of f Vindica- 
ting Solomon for his want of Knowledge, as te the im. 
Mortality of the Soul, ſeems to me all built on à Mi. 
ſtake. That Immortality which was properly a- 
new reveal'd under Chriſtianity being the im. 
mediate Immortality, or State of the Soul ater 
Death in Joy or Torment, previous to the laſl 
Judgment, and the general Reſurrection, which 
indeed either was not, at leaſt was not reveal“ 
under the Old Teſtament : while in all Ages it 
was known and confe!s'd that Men were to riſe 
again, and be judged at the laſt Day; and then 


were to enter into Joy or Torment accordrng!y : 


which was the grand Principle of Religion all 4 


long; till the Idolatry and Wizkedneſs of late: 
Ages, ſoil'd or eras'd choſe original Notions i: 


part out of the Souls of Men, as J have had Cc- 
caſion elſewhere to obſerve. Nor does it appe”, 
that Foſephus disbeliev'd himſelf choſe Sacred Re- 
cords he ſo admirably vindicared againſt Apion, 3 
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Aus Authorwould intimate; but that he only endea- 
your'd to ſhew a ſort of ſeemingly fair Indifferen- 
cy and Compliance with the Greeks and Romans 
in his Accounts, in order to the procuring their 
better Reception among rhem ; which Method, 
how little ſoever I may approve of it my ſelf, yec 
bas been ſo common among not a few great Men 
on many Occaſions, that I ſhall not here offer to 
expoſe it; much leſs draw thence ſuch Concluſi; 
ons as this Author does. 

And now I ſhall addreſs my felf,by way of Con- 
cluſion, to two Sorts of Perſons, l mean to the De- 
iſts, with this their Defender, ſo far as he owns 
that Character ; and co my Brethren the Clergy 
themſelves, from whoſe ſuppos'd Diſorders or ill 
Management, this and the like Authors, take al- 
moſt all their Occations and Arguments againſt 
Religion. And as to the former ſort, the Deiſts, 
{ beg of chem to Conſider how unfairly and un- 
jaltly they argue in all ſuch caſes ; when from che 
lace ſuppoſed or real corruptions, prevarications, 
and tyranny of the Clergy they are willing Men 
ſhould conclude the falſity or uncertainty oft 
Chriftianity it ſelſ. What conſequence is there 
in this? The Clergy, ſince temporal Power and 
Preferments have been annexed to their order, 
have been thereby tempred frequently to abuſe 
them, to grow careleſs, and nacharitable, and 
proud, and hypocritical ; therefore Chriſt was an 
Impoſtor, his Apoſtles Deceivers, and all the firſt 
Biſhops and Paſtors, who had none of them any 
teraporal Power, or worldiy Preferments to 
tempt them, were as bad; they were in the fame 
manner careleſs, and uncharitable, and proud, and 
hypocritical allo; how does it follow that 
becauls Dr. Sub, Dr. Atterbury, Dr. Swift, 
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Dr. Sacheverel, or other ſuch like noted Clergy. 
Men of late, have ſaid or done ſuch things as ei- 
ther really are, or are by the Deiſts ſuppos'd to 
be weak, fooliſh, knaviſh, or tyrannical, chat 
therefore Peter, and Paul, and Jobn, are not to 
be believ'd in their delivery of the Chriſtian 
Doctrines and Conſtitutions? Suppoſe the Cougn. 
cil of Trent, nay our own Convocations, and the 
Councils of Nice, Con/tantineple, Epbeſas, or Chai- 
cedon themſeives have determin d very raſhly and 
unwarrantably about many Myſteries orDoctrit:e: 
of Chriſtianity, and laid needleſs or unjuſt bus 
dens on the Conſciences of Men, is it thence evi- 
dent that the plain and intelligible Doctrines, 
and moſt equitable Duties of the Goſpel are n. 
reajonable? Or is it therefore plain that the Canon 
of Scripture is really it ſelf - uncertain, becauf: 
the Modern Wiiters have of late been fo unac- 
quainted with the original State of that matte 
as to ſuſſer ſome Party Prejudicesto ſuperſede rhe 
Primitive Teſtimonies about it? Are not our 
preſent Copies of che Bible, ſo far as they ate at- 
reſted co by the beit MSS, and ancient Verſions, 
and Quotations, to be depended on, becauſe ſome 
iterceticks have been able to corrupt a few places, 
in ſome later Copies, Verſions, and Quorations; but 
which commonly appear by the former to be 10 

etter than Corruptions ? Is it aclear Cale, chat 
becauſe it is now undenyable that the Heretic) 
i Athanaſius was guilty of a Notorious Forgery in 
one oi the molt ſacred Points of Chriſtianicy, that 
therefore the old Chriſtians, who always had 
ſuch Hereticks and ſuch Practices in the urmo!l 
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Writers of the firſt ſecond and third Centuries to 
be diſcarded, becaule tome otherwiſe very conſi- 
derable Perſons, ſuch a Bp. Llhoyd, Bp. Parker, 
Bp. Beveridge, Bp. Taylor, Bp. Sanderſon, Dr. Whitby, 
Dr. Sherlock, Dr. Wallis, Dr. Gaſtrel, Dr. Hicks, 
Dr. Edwards and Mr. Seller, have ſometimes fall- 
en into unjuſtifiable Notions and Language in their 
late Writings? how doe the pious Frauds in the 
Icanſlating and publiſhing of the Scriptures, and 
other Authors, by the ſeveral Leaders and Pro- 
morers of the Modern Parties and Secs, in and 
lince the Days of Athanaſius, affect the Sincericy, 
Honelty, and Integrity of the Primitive Chriſt- 
ians? While the want of the like earlier exam- 
ples is a plain ſign that there is not the ſame evi. 
dence againit them; nay when the like pious 
Frauds, Omiſſions, or Interpolations were the 
known and diſtinguiſhing Characters of che 0/4 
Hereticks, which were the direct Oppolites to the 
true Chriſtians, Does it follow that becauſe there 
has been a long Antichriſtian State of che Church, 
which was evidently foretold both in the Old 
nd New Teſtament, and without the coming of 
which State thoſe Predictions could not have been 
true, that therefore the Scripture Prophecies are 
falſe or uncertain 2 Or are we therefore to re- 
ec the Bible becauſe it has oftentimes been dis- 
peliev'd by thoſe whoſe Vices and ſenſual Luſts 
h1vehindred them from receiving it? or by thoſe 
ho came to its Peruſal with proud, partial, and 
wicked Diſpoſitions and Deſigns, which it ever; 
here foretels would hinder men's belief of it 
Are theſe indeed the Arguings of our Mode: :: 
exact Reaſoners, ſnrewd Writers, and Free Thinker.: 
of choſe that find ſault with che Chriſtians fa. 
eit weak infercnces, and inaccufate D. ductio: 
an 


(46) 
and theſe the Premiſes from which Unbelief, 
Deiſm, or Atheiſm are to be the Concluſions ? 
Theſe may indeed diſpoſe all reaſonable and cau- 
tious Perſons to diflike the latter State of the 
Church. and to look back to the firſt times of the 
Goſpel: they ought to make all honeſt and im- 
Partial Men careful how they engage themſelves 
deep in any Modern Party, or in general juſtify 
any of the preſent Churches: Nay they mutt 
make it the Duty of all that really belieye the 
Chriftian Religion, to wiſh for and endeavour 
theReſtautation of Primitive Purity, Sincetity, and 
Piety among us. And I dare Appeal to the Deiſt; 
tliemſelves, whether they are not ſenſible of the 
Weakneſs and Inconſequence of their reaſoning ? 
and whether they are not thereupon ſelf condem- 
ned on account of the ſame ? And indeed this 
their prevaricarion, and breach of the known 
Rules of Morality, and Dictates of the Law of 
Nature, which yet they {o peculiarly ſeem co 
magnify, is what I moit fear us to their condem- 
nation at the great day: viz. lealt | they have 16 
wed darkneſs rather tban light, becauſe their Deeds ar: 
evil; leaſt they have broken through the Light oi 
Nature, the Rules of unbyal;'d Reaſon, and che 
Checks of their own Conlciences, in order tv 
their Rejection of Reveal'd Religion, and to ge. 
clear of Chriſtianity. Some of them are plain!) 
Vicious and profligate Perfons, that cannot bear 
the Reſtraints of Religion, nor its ſevere thregt- 
nings; and ſo are oblig'd, out of meer neceſſiiy, 
to take refuge in Scepticiſm and Intidelity, Other: 
of them, Whoſe Fempers, or Prudence, or natu- 
ra! Conſcience, and Probity do not ſuffer them tr 
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tun into thoſe exceſſes of riot, but prompt them to ſeex 
a more caſy, innocent, and leſs dangerous Happi. 
neſs, even in this World, do not yet ſeem to me 
to come to the Examination of the Scripcures, 
with honeſt and humble Minds ; with a ready 
obedience to the Laws of Nature; with a Reſolu- 
tion to yield to proper evidence of Fact and 
Teſtimony, in ſuchimatters as are alone to be de- 
termin d by it; with a deſire of real ioftrudtion 
and improvement; with a deſign to believe What 
Mall appear Reveal'd by God, and to practice 
what ſhall appear to be Pleaſing to him; and wich 
hearty Prayets to his Divine Majeſty for his di- 
rection, Illumination and Bleſſing: (All which 
are known Branches of Natural Religion.) Nay 
ſuch Pamphlets as this ſhew chat they rather read 
the Bible and other good Books with a formed de- 
ſign of ſpying Faults, finding Flaws, of ſtarting 
Objections, and putting to us Queſtions con- 
tinually; chat is they Examin in ſuch a manner as 
the Divine Conduct and Juſtice has thereupon 
declai'd them incapable and unworthy of real 
Advantage and Satisfaction by the ſame. I here 
beg leave to make uſe of the Remarkable words 
of Peter, as they are ſet down in the Recogni- 
tions, that moſt excellent Syſtem of Chriſtian 
Philoſophy ; and to recommend them to theſe 
Men's ſerious Conſideration. * If, fays he, of 
* { Simon Magus, I once know that he is Man of 
* Probity, and unblamable in thoſe Points of 
© Duty wherein there can be no doubt but they 
are good; that is if he be ſober, if he be merci- 
* ful, if he be juſt, if he be meek, and humane; 
which no one can doubt to be Vertuous aud 
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© good things; then it will in all probability be rea 
c ſonable to expect that to him that hath thele ex 
© cellent Vertues, that which is wanting co his fai 
© and Knowledge will be conter'd; and that, where: 
jn his Life, which is ſo commendableinthe re!! 
© ſhall ſtill appear blamable, it may be amend<; 
© But if he be involv'd and polluced in Sins; thoi: 


© ] mean which are notoriouſly ſuch ; I mi 


not then declare plainly to him the leaſt part o 
© the .conceal'd recondite Branches of divine 
© Knowledge; but rather with great Boldneſs de! 
© with him that he muſt leave off his Sins, and 
© amend his vitious Actions. And a little after 
1 To the End that Unbelievers may be diſtin. 
© guiſh'd from Believers ; and the Pious from the 


* Impious, the Evil one has Permiſſion to mass 
© uſe of his Arts; whereby every one's Aﬀectio::: i 


© toward their proper Parent may be cried. And 
a lictle lower: © If we ſpend this ſhort time © 
© Lite in idle and unprofitable Queſtions, we ſha]! 
© certainly go to God empty, and deſtitute ol 
good Works. ---- © To chole who are well di 
poſed, God is manifeſted by thoſe Works of Na. 
ture which he has made; and is atteſted to by 
his own Creatures. Since therefore there 
ought to be no Doubt concerning the Exiſtence 
of God, we are only to enquire about YR. 
eouwſneſs, and his Kingdom, But it our min; 
have an inclination to put us on the Enquiry 4- 
bout ſecret and hidden matters, before we en- 
quire after the Works of Righteouſneſs, we 
ought to give an account to our ſelves of this 
procedure. For ii we live well, and are thous! 
worthy to obtain Salvation, we ſhall go to 
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God chaſt and pure, and be filled wich the Ho- 
© iy Ghoſt, and ſhall know all ſuch fecret and 
* hidden things, without any cavilling orQueſtion, 
* which at the preſent, tho' any one ſhould ſpend 
the iatire time of his Life in the Enquiry, he 
will be fo far from finding them out, that hg 
will bring himſeif into greater Errors; becauſe 
he aims to arrive at the Haven of Life, with- 
out walking in the Way of Life. I conc'uce this 
Exhortation to the Deiſts, with the Wards of their 
Free Thinkers Solomon and Freie; f R ej ce, O young 
Man, in thy Youth;and let thy Heart chear thee in the Days 


| of thy Youth ; and walk inthe ways of thy Heart, and in 


the fight of thine Eyes: but know thou that fir all sbeſe 
bing: God will bring thee into fudgnient. || Say unto 
them, As 1 live ſaith the Lord God, I hate no Ple-(ure 


inthe Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn from 


bis way and live. Turn ye, Turn je from your evil ways : 
for why will ye die, O Houſe of Hrael? 

And now for my Brethren of the Clergy, I muſt 
be z leave to ſpeak as freely to them as I have 
done to the Deifts : And after all that I 
have ſaid in theſe Reflexions, in vindicati- 
on of true Religion, and genuine Chriſtianity; 
in Deſence of the Church of Chriſt, and it's Mi- 
nifters,and in Oppoſition to the weak Attempts of 
this Writer; I muſt own that the main Founda- 
tion of this and the like Pamphlets, is the corrupt 
State of the Church, and che unchriſtian Behavi- 
our of too many of the leading Clergy in theſe 
later Ages; their ſuppos'd Ambition, Pride, Ty- 
rannical Management, Refufal of Examination 
ind Reformation, Impoſition of uncertain Arti- 
cles, Myſteries, Terms of Arr, and Laws of chic 
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own, their great Neglect of Chriftian Difc:. 
pline, their engaging the 'Lemporal Power fo: 
their own Support, and for the cruſhing thei; 
Adverſaries, and their preaching too often Party 
Sermons and Political Notions, in compliance r 


their Supporters, whether of the Court or Coun- 


try, inſtead of the ſerious and fpiricual Doctrines 
and Laws of Jeſus Chriſt ; their heaping up Plu— 
ralgy of Livings, without taking ſufſicient Care 
of any of them; advancing their own lecular 
Power and Grandeur, without a due Regard to 
the Converhon, Inſtruction, Edification, and 
Salvation of Souls; their Railing againſt and Per 
ſecuting their Chriſtian Brethren, who in ſmaller 
Matters happen to differ ſrom them, initead 9. 
reſtoring them in the Spirit of Meekneſs, and conſida- 
ring calmly whether they have not ſometime; 
Truth and Juſtice on their Side. Theſe and tic 
like Vices,eniarg'd upon in this Pamphlec before us, 
are commonly ſuppos'd to be among the Clergy, 
eſpecially the Governing part of them: I mean 


not only in the Popiſh Churches, but in thoſe of 


the Proteſtants allo; eſpecially where they hap- 
pen to be ſupported by the State, and can make 
uſe of legal Methods for their own Purpoſes ; 25 
in England, Scotland, Ireland, Holland, Germany, and 
almott every where in theſe Weſtern Parts oi 
Chriſtendom. And give me leave to lay, thefe a 
Vices of ſo hainous a Nature; fo pernicious to 
Mankind; fo reproachful among the Laity ; fo 
unworthy of our Holy Profeſſion, both as Chritt:- 
ans and Clergy-men ; and give ſuch a fatal Han- 
dle to the Deiſts, Atheiſts, and Libertines to 46- 
hor the Offerings of the Lord ; to blaſpheme the Name 
Chriſt ; to ſuſpect all Religion to be a Cheat; a 
even to be beliey'd to be ſo, by many of the Cler- 
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zy themſelves; and they afford them ſuch perpe- 
cual Matter for Reproach and Obloquy, Scandal 
and Calumny againſt the whole Order; that nv 
Care can be too great to avoid, not only the Vi- 
ces themſelves, but the very Suſpicions of them. 
mention only ſome of the Gepverning part as 
chiefly obnoxious: Not that the Inſerior Clergy 
are to be ſuppos'd wholly blameleſs in theſe Mat- 
ters; but that they have comparatively ſmall Op- 
portunities and Temptations, and have it not e- 
qually in their Power, were they never fo dil- 
pos'd, to do much for a Reformation ; nay are 
in many Caſes rather the Sufferers under the com- 
mon Oppreiſion than Actors; as being them- 
ſelves pen'd up by Articles, Subſcriptions, and 
Canons; and unable to get their own Conſcien- 
ces free from the Snares they are under, without 
hazzarding their very Subliſtznce, and lecing 
themſelves and their Families reduc'dio Beggary : 
which, in an Age fo little diſpos'd for Self- denial 
and Perſecution as this, muſt needs be a very terri- 
bleConſideration to them. Now this being too like 
the State of the Clergy, and thele the Vices 
which the Laicy, eſpecially thoſe inclin'd to In- 
fidelity, think they obſerve, and cannot but ab- 
nor in them, and which are plainly the principal 
Handles and Occaſions for Infidelity ic ſelf, I 
cannot but beg of all my Brethren, by the Bowels 
v1 Chriſt, by che Regards of che Goſpel, and the 
Future Hopes of Chriſtians; as ever they defire to 


SO up their Accounts with Foy, when the Chief Shep - 


verd ſha!! appear; nay as they feat the Terrors of the 
Lord; as they will avoid the Laſhes of their own 
Conſciences here and hereafter ; as they will not 
be charged wich the growing Atheiſm, Deilm, 
ind Infidelity of this Age, and io have both cher 

2 own 
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own andthe Souls of multitudes of others requir d 


at their Hands at the greatDay; that they will Con- 
tider ferioutly of theſe matters, and, fo far as the 
Crimes ars true, endeavour to mend them. Th at 
11 particular they will no longer oppoſe free en- 
uiries, fair examination, and 4 Tuitsble correction 
of what is amils : this procedure of theirs being 
fo warmly and juitly complain'd of by many, and 
fo utterly unjuſtifiab]> in ir ſelf ; more ſo in any 
Chriſtian; ſtill more fo in any Miniſter of the Gel. 
pe! ; and moſt of all ſo in any Proteſtant Miniſter ; 
fince all cannot but know that the Chriſtian Reli. 
pion, eſpeclallj as at all Reformed, is entirely 
Founded on ſuch free enquires, fair examination, 
and ſuitable Correaion of che errors Ot faults cep. 
ar any time into the Church, That they wal 
ailo,upon any of theirEnquiries and Examinatio! 
openly and freely own their Sentiments, an. b 
Speak and Act accordingly: The contrary proce- 


dure whereto, or their artfully concealing, diſgui- 


ling, or dicectiy denying what they cannot 
bucin wa: dy know to be the truth, being ar chi. 
day, I fear, a tin too common among lever:l 
of the more I. earned and Tudicious of the Clergy, 
4nd a lin which when it is diſcovered by the Laity, 
45 jr is ſometimes, is juſtly eſteem'd by them 
grofs inſtance of Inſincetity and Prevarication : 
and 4itords them anotorious Handle againſt all the 
Tletgy, and that Religion which they Preach 
That they will allo Endeavour to treat their Ad- 
Ve! ſaries, i Jo not mean only thoſe of other Re- 
ligious: dects, but even the Deiſts themſeves, witl: 
tFatrnels and Candor, with Argument and Reaſon. 
with Nindneſs and Humanicy ; + and ſhew that 


they are fo far trom defiring they may be perieCu- 


* 


ted, or made any way more miſerable, that ti 
thei: 


their real love and to, and concern for their hap- 


pinels here and hereafter that is the Motive co 
heir plain dealing with them. It being evident 


that this bitter Spirit of Violence and Perſecution | 


does chiefly irrirate the Paſſions of Men againſt 
Perſuaſion, and prevents the good Effects of all 
Endeavours for their Advantage and Converſion, 
That they will not look on the Protection of the 
Queen and Law, the Vote of an Houle of Par- 
li3132nt, or of their own Body in Convocation, 
their preſent Legal Power and Authority, no nor 
on the as great or perhaps greater Vices of their 
enemies, to be ſufficient for their own 
juſtification : That they will reflect how ſome of 
their late Management, tho' perhaps encourag'd 
the Court, juſtified or excuſed in State Pa- 
pers, and Triumphantly manag'd above board, 
have excceding weakn'd their real eſteem, inte- 


reſt, and reputation every where, and brought 


den {till more and more Reproaches upon them: 
That they will obſerve how ſuch like Proceedings 
ar the beginning of the Reformation ſunk the 
Popiſh Clergy, and expos'd them to the utmoſt 
:ontempt and hatred of the Nation: while they 
comply'd with Bp. Gardiner for Perſecution againſt 
che more wile and ChriſtianAdviſe of Cardinal Pool 
forſome Reformation: and that they will particu- 
arly conſider the Sacredneſs and Duties of their 
Holy Function; the Dignity and Nature of their 
Office ; the great dependence Religion it ſelf has 
on their Character and Behavior; the Solemnity 
of their Ordination, and the greac Obligations 
they then took upon themſelves ; and what a 
noble and high degree of ail vertues the Apoſtles 


— —— 


+ Bo. Berne? Abridgment of Hiſt, Reform. Book. III. p. 2 8 
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do ever ſuppoſe and expect in Chriftian Cler- 
gy-Men, as the only Foundation of their Eſteem, 


Honour, and Maintenance in this World; and ot 
their Happineſs in the next. Say not that this 


Advice comes from an Heretick, as in Modern im- 
proper Language you may be diſpos'd to call 
me ; but remember, whoever is the Giver of it, 
the Advice is certainly good and right: and chat if 
you will not hearken to it now, it will be a wit- 
neſs againſt you in that day hen God ſhall judge th: 
the Secrets of Mens hearts, and ſhall eſpecially re- 
quire an account of our Scewardſhip. I conclude 
with the Affecting words of the Prophet Exebill, 
as let down and applied to the Clergy of the 
Chriſtian Church in the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions 
Lib. II. cap. 18. and I earneſtly beſeech 
God we may all take warning from them ; leaſt 
they allo riſe up to all our CondemP®:ition here- 
after. Wo wnto the Shepherds of Iſrael, for they have 
fer themſelves ; the Shepherds feed not the Sheep, bu: 
th-mfelves. Ye eat the Milk, and are cloath'd with th: 
Wael, ye flay the Strong, ye do not feed the Sheep. Th: 
Weak have ye not ſtrengthened, neither have ye heale1 
bat which was fick, neither have ye bound up that 
which was broken, neither have ye brought again that 
which was driven away, neither hve ye ſought that 
2hich was loft ; but with Force and Inſult have ye ru— 
Id over them ; and they (were ſcattered, becauſe thre 
2041 no Shepherd; and they became Meat to all e 
beaſts of the Foreſt. | DONE. 


Note. That the Fact and Citations are here generally token 
fer granted, as they ſtand in this Pamphlet, becauſe my Res- 
 Sonumg did noc obuge me roany farther Enquiry about then; 
but this without ſuppoſing them to be really ſo. For by vhs: 
Iryals | or ſome others have made, they ſeem fo inaccurate, 
miitaken, or diſguis'd, that they ought not to be at all depen- 
dc on, without a farther more fair and nice Examinetion. 


Jan. 29.1712. William Wu Is TON. 
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POSTSCRIPT. % -7 


INCE Mr. Lock is here and every where eſtz*m'd an en- 
nent Free-Thinkey 5 and that not ſeldom in the irreligieus 
ſenſe of the Words; nay has been very often eltzem'd no bettet 
than a Deiſt; | ſhall here, by way of Vindication of his Memo- 
ry, and in Hopes that his Authority may make ſome linptetſi an 
on all of us, and particularly on [te real irrehgious Free 1hinkers 
themſelves, produce vaqueſtionable Evidence of his fixed and 
iſt Sentiments about fuch Matters, from his own Words io two 
Lettets to two of his intimate Friends; the Former of which 
was written a nd ſent before, and the Latter written before, 
but order'd to be ſent not till after, his Death; borh which | hive 
leave to publiſh upon this Occation. The concluding Words 
of the Former are theſe, 
{ wiſh you ail er of Proſperity in this World, and he Ever- 
lating Happineſs of the li orid to come, God Jend us 8 app Meeting 
in the ReſurreFion of the Ju, Adieu. | 


Thoſe of the Latter are cheſe. 
May you live Long and Haß in the Enjoyment of Health, Freedom, 
Contomt, and all thiſe B'efſmgs which Providence has beflowed en you, 
end your ue titles you to. I know you loud me livins, and will 
treſerve my M-mory nww Tam dead. All the uſe to be made of it it, 
that thi: World it a Scine of Vanity, that ſoon paſſes away, and affords 
no fo Stift but the Conſciou ſneſt of doing well, and the Hopes 
of another Life This is what | can Jay by Experience, and what you 
* ind when you come 19 make up jour Account, Adieu. I laws 


"wy beſt Wiſbes with you, | J. Lock. 
Loc 


The Expreſſions in both are ſo ſenſible, ſerious and cht iſtian; 
and come from a Perſon of ſuch great Sagacity, Integrity, and 
Freedom, as make them exceeding Remarkable. The Lan- 
guage of the latter is alſo ſo agreeable to that of the Ap»ſiolical 
Conſtitutions lib. VII. cap. 33. that I cannot but add che Patſhg*s 
her, alſo by way of Concluſion, and for the Readers ferrous 
Conſideration. 

T how haſt demonflrated to every Man by implante Rnowledge, 
and natural Judgment, and the Aameon:itions of the J. aw, How the 
Poſſe ffion of iche is not everlaſiing ; ch Ornament of Beauty is net 
pets; Our Strength and Force are «a(ly diſalv ; and that ail 
'r Vapour and Vanity; and that only the good Couſcience of Faith was 
j-:gned paſſes through the miſt of the Hea'@rni an returning with 
Truth, tale hold of the right Hand of the Joy which is 19 come. 


FINIS. 


A Compleat Catalogue of the A. Titinge of che AUT HO N. 


A New Theory of the Earth, 2d Edit. 8Yo0. Price bound 

„„ YC x g 18 

2. Chronology of the Old Teſtament, and Harmony oft: 

four Evangeliſts, '4to. Price 8. N 

3. Lay upon the Revelations, 4to Price 75. | 

4 Fulfilling of Scripture-Prophecies ; at Mr. Bs J. 
ures, 8vo. Price 25. 6 4. 

5, Sermons and Eſſays on ſeveral Subjects, £v0.. Price 4s. £4, 
6. A Memorial for ſetting up Charicy-Schools in Znpland 
and Wales, Half a Sheet. Given Grat. 

7. Collection of ſmall Tracts againſt Dr. Alix, Dr. Gras, 
Dr. Smalbroke, &c 8. Price 35. | 
S8. Primitive Chriſtianity Ræviv'd, 4 Vol. Bro, Price . ©; 
9. The Suppotal; or New Scheme of Government: kai! 
a Sheer, Given Gratis, , | 

10. , Zthanafiut convicted of Forgery, 3vc. Price 3 4. 
It. The Recognitions of Clement, with two Appendixe: : 
dr che Fifth Volume of Primitive Chriſtianity Reviv'd, 8ve 
Frice 3 7. 64, The five Volumes complest, i/ 137. 

12. Primitive Infant Baptiſm Reviv'd, &vo. Price £0. 

13. Primitive.Chriſtianity Reviv'd, in 4 parts, one Volprac 
in Engliſh, 8v0. Price 7 5. 6 d. | | 

14. Dr. Mather''s old Paths Reviv'd ; with a new Preface, 
12mo. price 3 4. | 5 

15. Propoſals for erecting Societies for promoting Primitiys 
Chriſtianity, Helf a Sheet. Given Grajis. | | 

16 A Scheme of the Solar Syſtem, with the Planets and 
Comets; in a large Sheer : engrav'd in Copper by Mr. Senta, 


price 2. | . | 
17. Reflexions on a Diſcourſe of Free Thinking, *vo 
Price 8 4. | — 


ü LATIN. 
1. Prælectionet Aſtronomicæ, 8 vo. 55. 67, 
2, Fuclidis Elementa, S w. 4 J. 6 d. 
3. J C. Algebræ Eiementa, 8 vo 4 64. 
4. Prælettienes Phyſicor Mathematics, 8 4. 6 d. 
All fold by the Auchor, at the Lower-End of Croſ- g 
Hatton Garacn, + 3 
ADVERTISEMENT. 
F N Croſs. jirect, Harton-garden, is colleSting 2 Primitive Library, 
to contain ai! the ſacted and primitive Books of che #91: 
fi: it Centuries; with ſuch as are immediately neceilary fort 
underſtanding them, and no other. All that pay rhe, Qwaer 
7 5, at tirit, and 5 . a year afterward, may uſe it, and boriow 
out of it at pleaſure "Propoſals and Tickets are deliver's #: 
the Library it ſelf, and by Mr. Tooke near Temple bat, 
Mr. Trapton in St. Paul's Church yard, Mr. Darby in B 
Clofe, Mi. Philips in Cornkily and Moe jens and Le Cent in the 89 


